
The  Children are Eager to Learn

“There has never been a school here before!”

Among the Koma & Ganza, 
the response to the school has 
been immense. The buildings 
are insufficient to meet the 
needs of so many students.
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Sudan has been a nation at war with itself since its birth in the 1950’s. 
Elmbrook Church has been involved in southern Sudan since about 1998. In 
a few weeks, I will have the opportunity to join a construction team in Sudan 
with others from my church.

We will work in two locations – both near the Ethiopian border. Half the 
team will be in Otallo and will help pour a concrete floor, install windows 
and doors, and build desks and benches in an unfinished school building. I 
will be with the second group near Yabus and will help build a traditional 
style wood and grass classroom for HOPE school among people known as the 
Koma and Ganza. You can read their story on page two of this newsletter.  

My name is Georgia Joseph and I feel very privileged to be on this team. 
Revelation 5:9 says, “you ransomed people for God from every tribe and 
language and people and nation.” It is exciting to see and experience a small 
part of that now – in a place called Sudan.

You have the opportunity to be part of it too.  Here’s how:

You can pray for us. Pray for safety and God’s protection as we travel and 
during the days we spend in Sudan. Pray for our team that we would express 
unity and patience; have grace for cultural adjustments; be protected from 
discouragement; and demonstrate love.

You can pray for the church in Sudan. It is growing 
rapidly and is seriously lacking in resources and training.

You can participate financially. This is a remote and 
isolated region of the world and travel expenses are the 
largest portion of the cost of this trip. If you’d like to help 
financially, please send your check, made out to Elmbrook 
Church, to:  Elmbrook Church, SEND TEAM 99SU03, 
777 S. Barker Road, Brookfield WI 53045. In the memo 
portion of your check, please write 99SU03 so your gift goes 
to the correct team.  Contributions are tax deductible.

 If you want to learn more about what Elmbrook Church is doing in southern Sudan, visit www.elmbrook.or/mission/globalinitiatives.asp.
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On January 9, 2005 a peace treaty was signed in Nairobi, 
Kenya between the peoples of southern Sudan and the 
Sudanese government in Khartoum. It ended 20 years of 
bloody civil war. Two tribes, the Koma and Ganza, fled 
into Ethiopia’s hills to escape the war, living isolated for 

two decades. In 2004, an Elmbrook-supported Sudanese 
team discovered this community. As they shared the 
gospel, more than 500 became Christ-followers and three 
churches were planted. The leaders requested three things 
from us: first schools, then water, and then health care.  

The Koma & The Ganza

First Schools
The Sudan Interior 
Church New Sudan under-
took a project to improve 
child welfare and the cir-
cumstances of the people 
in this community by  

establishing 
a primary 

school.
Two Tribes
The Koma and the 
Ganza are two tribes 
living together with 
a common social and 
political structure.  They 
number about 50,000, 
living in the southern Blue 
Nile District of Sudan – 
one of the most isolated 
and poverty-stricken areas 
of the south.
One People
They are peacable people. 
When civil war came to 
their region in the 1980s, 
they fled to the hills, 
living with none of the 
amenities of modern life. 
In their words, the forest is 
their roof; the fire is their 
blanket. The Team:  Who and When

International Team:
Sudanese – two persons
Romanian – four persons
US – four persons
We leave Good Friday, 
March 21st and return on 
Saturday, April 5th.

Schools First
Children are eager to learn. 
The community is tolerant 
and cooperative and the 
people are hard-working, 
have endured suffering 
and oppression, and are 
seeking to help improve 
their circumstances and 
their lives. 

The School
An Elmbrook member 
donated funds to create 

and operate a 
primary school 
– a thatched 
hut structure 
with dirt floors 
and benches 
made of sticks – 
which  termites  

destroy in 3 to 4 years.
The Response
Among the Koma and 
Ganza, the response 
to the school has been 
immense. The buildings 
are insufficient to meet the 
needs of so many students 
and are beginning to fall 
down already.

The Team:  Where
We travel to Nairobi, 
Kenya, fly African airlines 
to Loki, Kenya, then catch 
a charter flight to Sudan. 
We travel two days in each 
direction and spend nine 
days in Sudan.

Thanks for reading, for considering being a part of this trip with 
me, and for your love and prayers. 

Questions? Contact me at onlygeorgia@gmail.com.
 If you want to learn more about what Elmbrook Church is doing in southern Sudan, visit www.elmbrook.or/mission/globalinitiatives.asp.


